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EXPERIMENT. 


T is a deplorable, but moſt obvious 
truth, that our preſent exiſting laws 
are not equal to ſtemming the ſtream, or 
rather torrent, of criminality which over- 
flows che land, to the great terror and 
diſmay of its inhabitants. Witneſs our 


multiplied executions, and other ineffec- 


tual ſeverities; and" the ſtill increaſing 


erimes and atrocious enotmities, daily and 


nightly. perpetrated, both in our capital 


as well as in: the nw our 
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lives, our peace, our dwellings, and our 
property, are perpetually aſſaulted and in- 
vaded by night, and our walks by day. 
This being the real, and lamentable 
ſituation of our country, would it not be 
worth while to try if there be not ſome 
remaining plan to be adopted, which would 
operate in ſome degree, although poſſibly 
not totally, towards the prevention, of theſe 
crimes, ſince n. ſeems sto have 
loſt ee tigdig ett 111 to Vgttiltb 
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That the bulk of b A ral 
bias \o#-'propeiiſity;:to-evil, ſeems, to haue 
been the ſentiments of almoſt all philoſo- 
| phers and moraliſts; the penal laws of 


\ 


* ? | 15 every 
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every government confirm the truth of 
this principle, as a juſt ſtigma upon the 
ſpecies. B Pal ao 


In the inſtitutes of all nations for the 
government of mankind, one fundamental 
error has prevailed, as a perpetual check 
on the growth and. increaſe of morals; 
namely, the negle& of laws for their re- 
ward and publick encouragement. 


It has been ſaid, that the wiſdom of a 
nation is ſeen in the ſpirit of their com- 
mon ſayings and proverbs . ours has one 
in point to the preſent purpoſe, that be 
. ounce of prevention is more worth than the 
pound of cure. | G4 veal 
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10 The prevention of crimes, by labouring : 


to make mankind better, ſhould ever have 
been the firſt object of the legiſlator; on 
the contrary, the tendency of all human 
laws. ſeems calculated only in terrorem, to 
guard againſt, and prevent their growing 
worſe; thereby giving up the cauſe, and 
tacitly concluding human nature is not 


.. Rewands for virtue, and puniſhment for 
vice, in our temporal and future ſtate of 
exaſtence; are held out to us by the Dir v. 
Human laws imitate Him in the latter, 
wWhilſt they leave the former to its own 
reward, which (the general bent of the 
ſpecies 


[ 1 


ſpecies confidered)- does not give ſufficient 
excizement for perſeverance. .. An incon- 
trovertible truth follows, that Gop is a 
Juft Fudge, and man an unjuſt one. 


Although conſcious virtue carries with 
it a perpetual reward in the boſom of the 
happy individual poſleſſed of it, yet its 
effects there is as it were confined in ſecret, 
and operates as an example only on the 
few, in a narrow circle; whereas, were it 
blazoned abroad, and diſtinguiſhed by 
public notice, reward, and approbation, it 
would of: courſe have a more extenſive in- 
fluence on the minds and actions of al]. 
There would then be a double ſtimulus to 
virtue, from its own inherent value, and 

the 
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the temporal reward annexed to it; for 


| howſoever we may pleaſe; and flattes our 


imagination with the ideal ſuppoſition, 
an abſolutely difinterefted being never yet 
exiſted, The CREATOR, in the conſtruc- 
tion of the human intellect, never in- 
tended it ſhould be fo; for notwithſtanding 


it is incumbent on every being- to do its 


duty for its on Sake, He has thought 


proper, nevertheleſs, to affix a contingent 
reward for the performance. - 


A certain kind of vanity in the human 
heart deceives us, and leads us errone- 
ouſly to imagine, that our ſentiments and 
actions flow from a pure diſintereſted: prin- 
ciple; but on a cloſe inveſtigation, we 

| ſhall 


ſhall ſoon be convinced, that ef, under 
ſome latent diſguiſe or other, is the ulti- 
mate object of conſideration; nor is it any 
juſt reflection on the heart, that we find 


it ſo actuated; it is the uncontroulable 


principle of our nature, and cannot be 
ſuppreſſed or ertinguhèl. 


* 2501 


When the multitude obſerve, that laws 
are framed only for the; puniſhment; of 
their crimes, and none conſtituted as pubs 


lic temporal rewards for their conſpi- 


cuous virtuous actions, it points out out. to 
them the ſmall eſtimation virtues are held 
in by their governors and rul ers 3 and by 
a chain of natural reaſoning, they from 
thence ſoon draw the dangerous conclu- 
TT; ſion, 


* „ 
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/ 

fion, that virtuous actions or morals have 
no intrinfic value at all; and thus by eafy 
tranſitions they riſe from indifferent to 
bad, from bad to worſe, and from worſe 
to every extreme of vice and criminality; 
nor can we reaſonably wonder at theſe 
conſequences, ſo fatal to the peace of 
ſociety. 
eWBL $$: „id abiutiilum 3 11. 
105 oy” ſimilar! train of reflection, when 

he people obſerve hat thie lives and 
characters of the Clergy do not ſtrictly 
correſpond' with the doctrines and duties 
they preach, their hearers [carihot'! avoid 
drawing the natural concluſion; that they 
themſelves do not believe one word of 
thoſe doctrines or duties which they hold 
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forth to the people, as they do not prac- 


tiſe them; and thus Religion, as well as 


Morals, daily loſe their influence, to the 


almoſt total overthrow and deſtruction of 


all legal 3 


No ſtate exiſting has ever tried the full 
force and efficacy of the operation of pride 
and ſbame on the human heart. Were 


the people once convinced that their do- 


meſtic virtues and morals would meet with 


public rewards, their wavering bias to 
goodneſs would be fixed and confirmed, 
and ſelf- love and pride would ſecure their 
perſeverance; and thus, by a reſtoration 
of morals, the prevention of crimes would 
in a great meaſure be accompliſhed, at a 
© very 
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very trifling expence to the ſtate, as will 


ſoon be demonſtrated. 


Although no expence ſhould be an ob- 
je& of conſideration in a matter where its 
political as well as moral exiſtence is at 


ſtake, at all events the experiment is worth 


making; if it fail, which is hardly poſ- 


ſible, we are but as we were. It is tliere- 


fore highly incumbent on Adminiſtration 


to attempt ſomething new to ſuppreſs and 


put a ſtop to the amazing progreſs of 
daring vice, rapine, and violence, which 
the lower ranks of the people are arrived 


at; inſomuch that no individual is ſecure 


in his life or property from their open 


attacks, or fraudulent machinations. 
We 


1 } 


Wie have ſometimes taken the lead to 
Europe in Arts and Sciences, let us now 
take the lead in the cauſe of Morals. We 


have at preſent a virtuous Prince on the 


throne; and a virtuous Miniſter at the 


helm, —invaluable bleſſings we may not 
always be poſſeſſed of; therefore this is 


the happy period for making an expe- 


riment for the prevention of crimes, ſince we 
find by woful experience, as before hinted, 
the laws are inadequate by puniſhments 
to put a ſtop to their miſchievous and 


dangerous career. 


\ 


It is an eſtabliſhed maxim, that Morals 


make better Citizens than Laws, therefore a 


wiſe government will embrace and adopt 


C2. every 


2 
18 
1 
F- + 
iT -- 
iS; 
141 
1 
'F- 
11 
1. 
4 Lk 
3 
. & 
4 
x 
f 
1 
3 


eee 


— 


Sr 


ESE EEE 
ILSS ERIE er a Se a 9+: Mont 
— Ire, 9 


. 


P 8 on — A 
EI Ee — ä OO OP RE * TS 


tt 


every means for their reſtoration; which 


carry with them only apyſibrlity of ſucceſs; 
for ſurely no period in the annals: of theſe 
our kingdom ever had more juſt cauſe to 
call aloud for reformation through every 


rank and degree, than the preſent; when 
ſo univerſal a bent for _ and wanton 
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- ſome' few exceptions; ; confined to the Joes 


and JI ranks of the people, which are 
principally the objects of the preſent pro- 
1 experiment, yet it may be laid down 
as am indiſputable fact, that the vices daily 
committed with impunity by the higher 
Fa "Without the letter of law, (or 
. rather 


* 
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rather which the law winksat) are in their 
conſequences, à greater and heavier draw- 
back from the general internal and do- 


meſtic happineſs of the community, than 


the more atrocious crimes which glaringly 
fall under its immediate cognizance. 


Were the Sovereign to inſtitute an Order = 


of Virtue, it would be more honourable to 
the weater than thoſe of the Garter, the 
Thiſtle, or the Bath; then every individual 
appearing at his court ' without that diſs 


tinction, would carry the tacit mark of 


vice, if the expreſſion may be allowed; but 


whilſt notorious vicious characters of both 


ſexes are countenanced; and well received 
in all polite aſſemblies, and not excluded 


even 
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even from the higheſt, Aa general | reform of 


morals will, it is much to be feared, make 
but a don progreſs. S os tout 


The candid reader will not, it is hoped, 
think the foregoing introduction too tedi- 


dious, as the principles therein eſtabliſhed 


were abſolutely neceſſary a priori, for the 
propoſed experiment for the prevention of 
crimes, by inſtituting modes of public re- 
wards and encouragement for their oppo- 


ſite virtues; to which the author now 


proceeds, without further preface. 


Public rewards for good morals may 
be bonorary or pecuniary, or both, as the 


ou or circumſtances of the object may 


indicate; 


(9 1] 


indicate; the former to operate on the 
paſſions of pride and vanity, ſo inſepa- 
rable from our nature, even in the ſupe- 
rior ranks; the ſecond on the intereſted 
ſelf-love of the inferior, and loweſt. 


The conferring theſe rewards may be 
delegated by the Sovereign to the judg- 
ment and integrity of the Judges at the 


ſeſſions in the capital, and in their annual 


circuits through the provinces; by which 
they would be armed with a power which 
even the Roman Cenſors were not in- 
veſted with, namely, the 2 power of 


rewarding virtue. 
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he reſpective Grand Juries, who muſt 
be ſuppoſed beſt acquainted with the per- 


ſons and characters of the neighbourhood 


where the ſeſſions are held, ſhould, in he 
charge from the bench, be directed not only 
to preſent offenders againſt the laws of their 
country ;: but alſo diligently to fearch out, 
and preſent every individual, conſpicuous 


for an eſtabliſhed moral character, de- 


ſerving public notice and reward. Theſe 
worthy objects ſhould in open court re- 


ceive their eulogium from the judge, and 
be inveſted with a ſuſpended gold medal 


properly inſcribed, as a badge of hong or 
morals; to be always worn, and exhibited 


to public view. 


ail A few 


__ 


A bew dſtin8tions or memorials of this 


red on the heads of families, 


would not only reflect honour and excite 
emulation! in their progeny, but operate on 
all around the vicinity to the ſame good 
effect; they would alſo have no ſmall de- 


gree of influence on the idle multitude 


who ever attend eourts of ſeſſions, from 


curioſity, or other calls or motives. The 


| Julges'/alſo may be empowered to beſtow 
. pecuniary gratuities on the ſame objects, 
ſhould their indigent ſtate require it; and 
thus the pride, the hopes, the vanity, and 

the intereſt, of every ſpectator and auditor, 

| would be ſtimulated by the viſible and 


actual advantages reſulting from morals; 


and the really good confirmed in their 
laudable principles. 


D = Honorary 
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Honorary medals are annually awarded, 
in our univerſities and elſewhere, for ſupe- 
rior exertions of literary genius on various 
ſubjects, which | in no degree contribute to 


the general good. The premiums beſtowed 


by ſocieties for the improvement of agri- 


culture and mechanics, are without doubt 


highly - praiſe-worthy, and advantageous; 
but how infinitely ſuperior ſhould the con- 
ſideration be of, any practicable: plan for 
the improvement of the. morals of a people! 
by which their temporal as well as future 
felicity is ſecured, and the ſtate highly 
exalted 1 in the eyes of the whole world. 


The reſpective Grand Juries ſhould alſo 
be directed 0 preſent families honeſtly 
ſtruggling 


ta 3 


Resten under labour, difffculties, and 
misfortunes, for ſupport; and the Judges 
be empowered to relieve them at the ex- 
pence of the ſtate, às their various neceſ- 
ſities may point out. Small pecuniary 
aſſiſtance in theſe caſes may often ſave a 
virtuous family from ruin, and prevent 
their having recourſe to illicit and cri- 
minal courſes for ſubſiſtence. But above 
all, they ſhould'be particularly inſtructed 
to preſent every remarkable inſtance of vir- 
was i and | theſe N 8 the moſt 


public plaudit and wand of the Judges 
be their rank what-it may. 1 


f CFCETCCC tw gg w.!; 
The Judges ſhould be inſtructed to 


encourage and promote, throughout the 


e provinces, 
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provinces, . matrimonial 
the lower ranks of the people, now) to 
much diſregarded. F rom this neceſſary 
and ſalutary meaſure many advantages 
Omg en to the ſtate ade to ay — 


. 
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wy would enn e ee che 


frequent deſtruction of infants: and con- 


ſequently increaſe legal population, and 
thereby add ſtrength to the ftatez it would 
in a great meaſure prevent the conſtant 
emigration; to the Capital, of many young 
females, unluckily poſſeſſed of perſonal 
beauty, which makes them deſirable ob- 
jects to the pr ofligata, Hor dat ion; and 
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it is well known, that the country is the 
great mart which ſupplies the Capital 
with theſe unhappy cattle. 


'6 But the evils conſequent on ſeduction 
does not ſtop there; it ſooner or later 
inevitably; brings on want, and various 
additional vices. Theſe miſerable victims, 
ſoon abandoned by their ſeducer, come 
upon the town, as it is termed, in a ſtate 
of common, proſtitution; their influence 
on the profligate of the other ſex is but 
too well. knowngz. their wants muſt be 
ſupplied, and their paramours heſitate 
not at committing every crime, to ſatisfy 


their cravings, . until thereby they are 


brought to the gallows. 
3 1 
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„Many of theſe evils and enormities 
would be prevented, by a due encourage- 
ment being given to legal unions between. 
the ſexes of the lower ranks in the pro- 
vinces, as above recommended; and ano- 
ther beneficial effect would probably follow: 
many of the leaſt culpable of both ſexes, 


| them, would return to the country % and 


evacuate the Capital, | (the nurfing mother 
of all crimes) where they only add to 


the numerous inſtruments of rapine and 


violence, actuated poſſibly from mere 


indigence, inveigled and ſeduced by bad 
example, and being deſtitute of | all other 


means for a livelihood, but me not _ 


| loſt to morals. T3569 90 10 x 
For 
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For the accompliſhment. of this eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary encouragement to a legal 
intercourſe between the ſexes, in the lower 


ranks of the people, the Judges ſhould be 1 
empowered to beſtow ſmall pecuniary for- 4 
tunes on ſuch couples as the Grand Jury 


' ſhould preſent. as worthy objects. | q 


The total annual amount of theſe ho- | 
norary and pecuniary rewards would, its 
is to be feared, be at ſirſt but inconſider- 
able, when we mark the preſent ſtate of 
morals in theſe our kingdoms; but with- l 
out being accuſed of much preſumption, 
we may pronounce, that in the courſe of 
a year, or two, or three, we ſhould find it 
zncreaſe to what may be juſtly called a 


comfortable, 
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comfortable, or rather a glorious degree, 


and crimes decreaſe in · proportion. 

higher the annual total, the better; as no 
good ſubject would grudge or grumble at 
being taxed for the proviſion of ſo neceſ- 


ſary an expence, for the ſalvation of a 


ſalvation of their own lives and property; 


which would -efe&ually be the ultimate 
conſequence of the foregoing experiment 
in all its parts being carried into execu- 


tion, FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRIMES BY 


INSTITUTING LAws FOR THE PUBLIC: 
REWARD OF MoRALS.. 3 1 OV 
JN % Af Mi e 517, 3:4 

We will now, with our readers' leave, 5 
deviate a 1 from our original plan, and 


indulge, 


1 29 1 


indulge, and ſubmit to the wiſdom of 
our legiſlators, a few reflections on the 


ſtate of our capital puniſhments, wherein 


the laws are ſo manifeſtly defective, that 


it is moſt amazing they ſhould have fo 
long remained unrepealed, and others 
not ſubſtituted more conſonant to wy 


and humanity. 


The inequality of our laws has ever 


been a national reproach upon us; by 
which the murderer, and the petty invader 
of our property on the highway, or other- 


wiſe,” are ſentenced to the ſame puniſh- 


ment Death. Moſt aſſuredly, death 


ſhould never be inflicted but in caſes 


where life is actually taken, or manifeſtly 
E | intended; 
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intended; the eafy and mometitary death 
of hanging is 750 merciful for the cruel 
murderer, when frequently the innocent 
victim of his diabolical malice is mangled, 

and exiſts lan guiſning for days, weeks, 
and months, and at laſt expires under 
excruciating torments. The additional 


ſentence of the murderers being 


hung in 
chains, or ordered for diſſection, acts not 
in terrorem; they are laughed at by every 
hardened offender, and are in fact no 
additional nen at all. 
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On the othes hand, u Eutsder ef derch 
for robbery, let the ſpecies or mode of 
perpetration be whatſoever it may, if 
unaccompanied with cruelties, is by much 
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700 ſevere and unequal a puniſhment, and 
cannot ſtand juſtified either in the eyes of 
Gon, equity, or reaſon; and hanging is 
become ſo common and frequent, and is 
thought ſo ſlightly of, that it alſo ceaſes 
to act in terrorem; it is but dancing a.jig 
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on the three-legged\mare, as theſe unthink- | 
ing wretches commonly in deriſion expreſs 
it; and we daily ſee it has loſt the influence | 
intended by the law, which proves its | 


inefficacy. f 

The next degrees of capital puniſh- 
ment for felons are, tranſportation, and 
impriſonment accompanied with labour, 
for à certain term; the firſt for ſeven or 

fourteen years, the others for one, two, | 
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or three, more or leſs, according to the 
degree or nature of the offence. There | 
certainly never entered into the brain of 
man a more injudicious and inadequate 
mode of puniſhment than either of them, 
as they are obviouſly pregnant with fu- 
ture and more direful miſchiefs; the 
tranſports, and the other felons, at the 
expiration of their terms, return, and are 
let looſe upon the public, with the ſpirit 
of vindictive vengeance added to thoſe of 
rapine and violence; the conſequences are 
daily and woefully felt. The only alter- 
native in this caſe, is moſt obvious; every 
notorious felon, ſhould on conviction, be ; 
branded on each cheek with the capital 
letter F, and tranſported, or puniſhed FOR 
| LiFE, 


E 

Lips, under the penalty of immediate 
death on their return into any part of the 
realm. e | 


Impriſonment for petty thefts and of- 
fences is equally injudicious and inju- 
rious; the young culprit enters a priſon, 
yet unexperienced in the arcana of vice 
and roguery; after a few months reſidence 
in that improving academy of arts and 
ſciences in the thieving line, he comes out 
a perfect adept, by the example and tuition 
of his more experienced fellow. priſoners. 
The alternative here is equally obvious; 
the petty offenders againſt the laws ſhould 
be tried in a ſummary way, by the acting 
magiſtrates in the commiſſion of the 
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peace, Sec. and on conviction, be immedi- 
ately puniſhed in a due proportion to their 
crimes, and 41 ſmiſed; but never be con- 
ſigned over to im priſonment until the next 
ſeſſion of gaol- delivery, for trial; 

thereby they are only rendered more vici- 


ous and initiated in the various chicane 


and art of defence, when they come to the 
bar of juſtice. And here we cloſe our few 
ſhort reflections on the preſent de- 
fective ſtate of our puniſnments for crimes, 
which we traſt will not be deemed either 


preſumptuous, impertinent, or uſeleſs. 


In a late publication we endeavoured, 
for the Honour of our Church, to reſcue the 
worſhip - of God from profanation, by 


recommending 


_a tra 


recommending the eſtabliſhment of a New | 
and Pure Orthodox Liturgy, worthy of 

Hrm and ourſelves; but herein we find (by 
ſcript in the London Chronicle of 
the 16th of the preſent month of May) 
that the no- Independent Americans have 
got the ſtart of us; but we alſo o obſerve, 
that in their various hoſtilities: inn our 
old eftabliſhed Liturgy, they have been in- 


nitely too tender and merciful in the uſe 
of the War Hatchet and Pruning Knife''on 
this moſt neceſſary and eſſential occaſion; 


yet we have no doubt, but that a little 


time more will excite them to further im- 
provements, and that they will 4% off, as 
well as prune, according with the pure 


example ſet before them. 
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